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CHAPTER TWELVE

The Amerindian population in 1763

Eric HINDERAKER

HE end of the Seven Years’ War in 1763

brought dramatic changes w the bal-
ance of power in North America and ser the
context for the American Revolution in Amer-
indian country. For more than half a cen-
try, Amerindian peoples of castern North
America had cultvared economies and polir-
ical identines in relation w the French and
British empares. In the treaty of Paris that
ended the Seven Years’ War, France ceded o
Britain all of its claims o North Amernica
east of the Mississippi, while Spain handed
over East Florda, Britin's American empire,
which had consisted primarily of a string
of coastal sertlements until that point, sud-
denly stretched from the Mississippi delea o
the rocky ourcroppings of Newfoundland
and embraced half a continent. For eastern
Amerindians this was a decisive change: their
abiicy o navigate berween European powers
suddenly disappeared, and they faced inseead
Brinsh officers and Anglo-American colonists
who were derermined o cast Amerindian
relavions and western policy in a new mold,
These changes led Amenndian communities
throughout eastern North Amernica to recon-
sider their relarions o the Brinsh colonies
angd Creman,

1  Accommodation

By 1763, the Amerindian societies of North
America had been adjusting o the wrenching
effects of Enropean colonization for more
than a cennwry and a half. Dozens of dis-
tnct peoples, often sharing some broad cul-
ural pareerns bur speaking many languages
and pursuing a variety of social, economic,
and political stravegies, faced unprecedented

challenges to their survival Evropean dis-
eases devastared Amenndian communities,
destroying some alogether and reducing the
populations of others by as much as 90 per-
cent. English sertlers foughr desparave wars
for control of Amerindian ands, while new
parterns of rrade and alliance led some Amer-
indian groups o make all-our war on orhers,
Communites and polities disintegrared and
collapsed, and new, mult-cthnic villages and
composite political groupings emenged from
the ruins. Gradually a kind of equilibriom
returned o Amerindian country, based on
increasingly stable patterns of trade, allance,
mediarion, and accommodation.  Perhaps
150,000 Amerindian people soll inhabired
the castern woodlands in 1763,

They faced an vncertain future. For two
generations, Amerindians and Europeans had
culuvated political, economic, social, and cul-
tural ries that knimed wogether backcounery
communities amvd improved inverculmiral rela-
vons, The Iroquois confederacy culovared
alliances with the Brinsh colomes of New
York and Pennsylvania through its eastern-
must tribe, the Mohawks, and another alliance
with Mew France through the Senecas i
the west, while the confederacy council ar
Onondaga maineained an oifficial policy of
neutrality wward both empires. This ablowed
the Iroquods o trade both in Canada and
New York while tl'u_':r steered 2 middle course
in diplomacy. The Shawnees in the Ohio
Valiey soughe alliances with Pennsylvania and
New France ar the same ome, and many
Ohio Amerindian communities had regular
contacts with traders from borh empires. In
the Gult South, the Choctaws plaved French

and British mrerests off one another as well,
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These play-off strarcgics gave some Amer-  Amerindian trade and diplomane gifts at
indian groups and leverage in their  the many  western posts  that  had

patterns and unlkeashed levels
of violence the British back-

Their towrs woe well-iunded. In 1761
General Jeffory Amherst, Commander-un-
Chact of Brotish Borces in Nomh America,
imposed  smingent  megulanons on the

vears of the war brought
ancl dliscise o many pants of Amcrindian cou-
e At the same e, Land- coliniss
were drawn o the vicinity of new western
posts fike Fort Piet, where they began o
owcupy Amenindian terntory at an alarming
i e Seven Years' War red tor have
the West.

2  HResistance
M Amerindian communitics with -
ing tics to the French, cxpecially
to revive French power in Morth America
Western panions - inchwding  Delawans,
Shawniees, Seneeat, Ovtawas, Chippewas,
Potawatomus,  Huron-Peroms,  Wyandors,
Rimmthnﬁl—mninmim;
combinations berween 1760 and 1762 w
consider an alliance of western Amerindians
thar might resist Brnish o 1 the West
e i i s e e e
and  admiristrane, with whom many of
them had maintieed gies of diplomacy and
trade for a cenmury or more. In the end, it
wai imposiible to reconcile the confhicong
imterests and concerns of all dw commumnes

and pooples i
ﬁx;:aﬁ;k,m:ﬁ:wudu:ﬂumhn
Bratish sentument that quickdy took root fol-
the Seven Years” War,
Ar the same time, Ohie and Great
Lakes Amerindiors o the achings
several 1o explain
formancs. Tt most negable of them wa
3 Debyware man named Neolin who came
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It led mo fghts, munder, and discoed; it st
commumnity kaders against lumeers and wives
agraist husbands; it sapped a tora’s coondomic
rescrrees and encoucagod overhuneing of ani-
ikl popitlatois. The rum wrade drove mauy
mecn, and oven entine communitics, imoe debe;
when this happened. traders ganed leverage
o goquine granes of Amerindian fand,

While some Amerindian leaders contin
wisd o coursel resastanee w0 Brorsh power
and colnoral parificanon of Amerindian com-
muonaties, others argued that it was neoes-
sary to cooperate with impenal officiak in
order 1o regulate rade, resrain sendement,
and medine conflice. Jolu Steart, the super-
intendent for Amwrindian affaics for the
southern codonies, advised the king's minis-
ters in London of the need oo nestrain
unscrupulous traders and keep squatters off
Amermdian lands i the empire hoped o
mvond another cxpensnve and bloody Amer-
indian War. William Johneon, Staart’s coun-
rerpart in the nerrhern cnbomies, angued that
Bntain needed o adjudicate the prohiferat-
ing boundary disputes berween the eolonics
arul westem Amorindhians and carcfully con-
ol any funure wesoward expansion. Smaarn
muaintained espedally chose ties with the kead-
e off the Creck aomfoderacy, whike Jolnson
identified primarily with the concerns of the
Six Nanons of the [rogquots confederacy: The
Iroquois claimed o speak for Amerindian
groups throughour the northeast, inchuding
thime of the Ohio conntry, by nghe of con-
quest, Johoson boped o capatalize on this
chiim oy centralize and sereamibine Indian
policy by conducring all of s Amenndian
dipomacy through Lroguois spokesmen wihao
would act a3 umermediarees  with other
gronpe. Thas the Imnguis aonfoderacy became
increanngly pro-British moits official policy,
bar the Amerndam of the Ohio Valkey
and Girear Lakes chafed under the yole of
Irogqueoss dominarion.

In many Amenndian commionites, an
okler generation of keaders had had ws fil] of
war and sdvised cooperason with Bricish
officers. Bur their authority was dhallenged
with increasing frequency by younger, mili-
tant men, some of whom continued o be
inflnenced by narvise prophes. One observer
naoteed that younger men among the O
Debwares “began o despise the conrsel of

the aged, and only onddeaviored to g iito
favor with these preachicrs, wise followers
multiplicd very fast™ (Dowd, 1992, p. 37). In
the i Valley, these Amerindian proplems
were often competing directhy for adhenents
with Moravian mssionanes who were also
gaining followers, especially among  the
Delawares, The Morawnmans P]i'l1l'¢|.‘| a2 sCres
of mission towna, first o Pennsylvania and
later in the Ohoo Villey, where they smiparted
Christian behiefs 1 their converts and at
the same tme encouraged them o adoge
Furopean-style farms, houses, and  crafis.
Travelers were strock by the "rr:gularm., order,
and devorum™ of the Moravian Amerindian
tonwne (Calloway, 1995, p. 1), Some Dlawar
keaders who wene not attracted w0 Chrstianity
neverthobes weleomed the Mormavan indlu
ence for other reasoms. They hoped the mis-
sinnanies omghe teach their people craft skalls
thar would make Amerindians less depen-
dent on Enropeans. Flkvaing the Moravian
example, a number of Amerindian oowns
banned aloobol o ool s devastaning
offects, Though they wore e Chiistian
LLFVETES, the Delaware coatmsellors White
Eves amd Killbuck hoped o comrvinoe e
Eing to appoint 1 schoolmaster and an
Anglican mumuster to teach ther chaldren
English linguage and cuseoms.

The smoggles and diisions thar emenged
after 1763 in Amerindian country grew, imon
wally, from the purant of a commaon goak: the
prescrvation of Amenindan amtonomy and
mdependence in the fwe of nsing Brinsh
pover. The future was uncoman; no one
knew whether thar goal would best be secured
through covgperation with British officiabs and
a pamial adopuon of l".nnqlul.l'l WAVE, OF
whether the only visble option was o e
British influenee and resise the empare with
loree, Time would show that the Brnnsh
Empire, though s power was unmarched
anywhere on the globe at the end of the
Soeven Years” War was incapable of contmiling
everds in the Amwrcan backoounery, Bur in
1763 char realizarion Ly still in the finee.
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