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the State Board of Education, and shall be ex-
pended by the State Board of Education in the
respective counties, and cities and towns which
paid in such funds. Such expenditures shall be
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for the support of State established public
schools in the county, city or town involved and
for no other purpose.
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Chapter 70 of the acts of the 1956 Extra Session of the Virginia General Assembly, approved
September 29, 1956, enacts a *“pupil placement act” to be administered by a Pupil Placement

Board provided by the act.
its decisions.

Provision is made for the procedure of the Board and review of
The act provides criteria to guide the Board in the placement of pupils and

provides that no pupil may transfer to a new school in his area without approval of the Board.

CHAPTER 70

An Act to create a Pupil Placement Board and
confer upon it powers as to enrollment or
placement of pupils in_the public schools
and determination of school attendance dis-
tricts, and to provide for administrative pro-
cedure and remedies for pupils seeking en-
rollment in a school or a change from one
school to another school.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of
Virginia:

§ 1. All power of enrollment or placement of
pupils in and determination of school attendance
districts for the public schools in Virginia is here-
by vested in a Pupil Placement Board as herein-
after provided for. The local school boards and
division superintendents are hereby divested
of all authority now or at any future time to
determine the school to which any child shall
be admitted. The Pupil Placement Board is
hereby empowered to adopt rules and regula-
tions for such enrollmbnt of pupils as are not
inconsistent with the provisions hereinafter set
forth, Such rules and regulations shall not be
. subject to Chapter L1 of the Title 9 of the Code
of Virginia, the short title which is “General
Administrative Agencies Act”. The Pupil Place-
ment Board and any of its agents hereinafter
provided for shall have authority to administer
caths to those who appear before said Board
or anv of its agents in connection with the ad-
ministration of this act.

§ la. There is hereby created a board to be
known as the Pupil Placement Board which shall
consist of three residents of the State appointed

by the Governor to serve for terms to expire at
the expiration of the term of the Governor mak-
ing the appointment. Members of the Board
shall receive as compensation for their services
a per diem of twenty dollars for each day ac-
tually spent in the performance of their duties
and shall be entitled to reimbursement for their
necessary expenses jncurred in connection there-
with.

§ 2. The Pupil Placement Board may desig-
nate, appoint and employ such agents as it may
deem desirable and necessary in the administra-
tion of this act. It may authorize such agents to
hold the hearings hereinafter provided for and
take testimony and submit recommendations in
any and all cases referred to them by said Board.

§ 2a. For the conduct of such hearings and to
facilitate the performance of the duties imposed
upon it and its agents under this act, the Pupil
Placement Board is authorized to promulgate
all such rules and regulations and procedures
and prescribe such uniform forms as it deems
appropriate and needful and to require strict
compliance with the same by all persons con-
cerned.

§ 3. The Pupil Placement Board in enrolling
each pupil in a school in each school district
shall take into consideration:

(1) The effect of the enrollment on the wel-
fare and best interests of such child and all other
children in said school as well as the effect on
the efficiency of the operation of said school.

(2) The health of the child as compared to
other children in the school.
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(8) The effect of any disparity between the
physical and mental ages of any child to be en-
rolled especially when contrasted with the aver-
age physcial and menta] ages of the group with
which the child might be placed.

(4) Availability of facilities.
(5) The aptitude of the child.
(8) Availability of transportation.

(7) The sociological, psychological, and like
intangible social scientific factors as will prevent,
as nearly as possible, a condition of socioeco-
nomic class consciousness among the pupils.

(8) Such other relevant matters as may be
pertinent to the efficient operation of the schools
or indicate a clear and present danger to the
public peace and tranquility affecting the safety
or welfare of the citizens of such school district.

§ 4. After the effective date of this act, each
school child who has heretofore attended a
public school and who has not moved from the
county, city or town in which he resided while
attending such school shall attend the same
school which he last attended until graduation
therefrom unless enrolled, for good cause shown,
in a different school by the Pupil Placement
Board.

§ 5. Any child who desires to enter a public
school for the first time following the effective
date of this act, and any child who is graduated
from one school to another within a school di-
vision or who transfers to a school division, or
any child who desires to enter a public school
after the opening of the session, shall apply to
the Pupil Placement Board for enrollment in
such form as it may prescribe, and shall be en-
rolled in such school as the Board deems proper
under the provisions of this act. Such application
shall be made on behalf of the child by his parent,
guardian or other person having custody of the
child.

§ 6. Both parents, if living, or the parent or
guardian of a pupil in any school in which a child
is enrolled by action of the Pupil Placement
Board, if aggrieved by an action of the Board,
may file with the Board a protest in writing
within fifteen days after the placement of such
pupil. Upon receipt of such protest the Board
shall hold or cause to be held a hearing, with-
in not more than thirty days, to consider the pro-
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test and at the hearing shall receive the testimoD},
of witnesses and exhibits filed by such parents,
guardians or other persons, and shall hear such
other testimony and consider such other exhibitg
as the Board shall deem proper. The Board sha]}
consider and decide each individual case separ.
ately on its merits. The Board shall publish 4
notice once a week for two successive weeks in 5
newspaper of general circulation in the city or
county wherein the aggrieved party or parties re.
side. The notice shall contain the name of the ap.
plicant and the pertinent facts concerning his
application including the school he seeks to entey
and the time and place of the hearing. The Board
shall, within not more than thirty days after the
hearing, file in writing its decision, enrolling such
pupil in the school originally designated or in
such other school as it shall deem proper. The
written decision of the Board shall set forth the
findings upon which the decision is based. Any
parent, guardian or other person having custody
of any child in the particular school in which a
child is enrolled by action of the Board shall be
deemed an interested party and shall have the
right to intervene in such proceeding in further-
ance of his interest.

§ 6a. Any party aggrieved by a decision of
the Pupil Placement Board under this act, or any
party defined as an interested party in § 6 may
obtain a review of such decision by filing an ap-
plication in writing for a review thereof with the
Governor within fifteen days after such decision.
Such application shall be by a petition in writing,
specifying the decision sought to be reviewed,
and the actions taken by the Pupil Placement
Board, together with a statement of the grounds
on which the petitioner is aggrieved or by reason
of which he is an interested party. The petitioner
shall file with his petition a copy of the decision
of the Pupil Placement Board and a transcript of
the proceedings before the Pupil Placement
Board, which shall be furnished to the petitioner
by the Pupil Placement Board within ten days
after request therefor upon payment of the costs
of such transcript by the petitioner. Upon the
filing of a petition for a review with the Govemor,
the Governor shall set the same for a hearing
and within fifteen days after the petition ha‘s
been filed with him, he shall file, in writing, his
decision, enrolling such pupil in the schoo! origin-
ally designated or in such other school as he shall
deem proper. The written decisions of the Gov-



-
»

{
)

ernor shall set forth the findings upon which his
decision is based.

§ 7. Any party aggrieved by a decision of the
Governor under this act or any party defined as
an interested party in § 6 may obtain a review
of such decision by filing in the clerk’s office of
the circuit court of the county OF corporation
court of the city in the ~ jurisdiction of
which such party resides within fifteen days after
such decision, a petition in writing, specifying
the decision sought to be reviewed, and the ac-
tions taken by the Governor, together with a
statement of the grounds on which the petitioner
is aggrieved or by reason of which he is an in-
terested party. The petitioner shall file with his
petition a copy of the decision of the Governor
and a transcript of the proceedings before the
Covernor, which shall be furnished to the peti-
tioner by the Governor within ten days after re-
quest therefor upon payment of the costs of such
franscript by the petitioner.

§ 7a. Any interested party, as defined in § 6
may, by petition, intervene for the purpose of
making known and supporting his interest, in any
proceeding for review of the Pupil Placement
Board’s decision instituted by an aggrieved party
or by another interested party; and the court
having jurisdiction of such review proceedings
shall hear the evidence of as many interested
parties, as defined in § 6, in any such review pro-
ceeding, as in its discretion it may deem proper,
whether or not such interested parties shall
have petitioned for such review or petitioned to
intervene therein.

§ 8. Upon the filing of the petition the clerk
of the court shall forthwith notify the Pupil
Placement Board, requiring it to answer the state-

one days, but failure to do so shall not be taken
as an admission of the truth of the facts and
allegations set forth therein. The clerk of the
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court shall publish a potice of the fling of such
application once & week for two successive .weeks
in a newspaper of general circulation in the
county or city for which the court sits and shall,
in addition, post the same at the door of the
courthouse. The notice shall contain the name of
the applicant and the pertinent facts concerning
his application including the school he seeks to
enter, and shall set forth the time and place for
the hearing. The proceedings shall be matured
for hearing upon i
days from the issuance of the notice to the Pupil
Placement Board by the clerk of the court and
heard and determined by the judge of such
court, either in term OF vacation.

§9. The findings of fact of the Pupil Place-

ment Board shall be considered final, if supported
by substantial evidence on the record.

§10. From the final order of the court an ap-
peal may be taken by the aggrieved party of
any interested party, as defined in § 6, to the
Supreme Court of Appeals as an appeal of right,
in the same manner as appeals of right are taken
from the State Corporation Commission.

§ 10a. An injunction proceeding may be
brought in any State court of competent jurisdie-
tion by the Commonwealth, or by any interested

arty as defined in § 6, for the purpose of re-
straining the performance of any act, or any in-
tended or threatened act, which may be in
evasion of, in disregard of, or at variance with,
any of the foregoing provisions.

§ 11. Neither the Pupil Placement Board nor
its agents shall be answerable to a charge of
libel, slander or insulting words, whether crimi-

contained in the written findings of fact or de-
cisions or by reason of any written OY oral state-
ment made during the proceedings or delibera-

tions.
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Chapter 71 of the acts of the 1956 Extra Session of the Virginia Geperal Assembly, approved

September 29, 1956, makes amendments to the bhiennium appropriation act.
amendments made are those 1o Item 133, provi
Tiem 134, providing funds for teacher salaries;

Among the

ding funds for supervision of instruction; to
to Item 137, providing funds for teacher salary



