lN QUR PERSONAL LIVES, we do actually enjov 1ult Nreedom of
religion in this country. But publicly that is no longer so in Amer-
ica, Because of 1he rise of secularism, a philesophy that argues
there is ney room for spiritiality in the public arena, religions expres-
sion in public is under pressure from some in the media and, of
course, [rom the intolerant secularists who hald power in many
different quarters. They are defirnitely net looking out for you.
One ol the biggest Trauds ever foisted upon the American peo-
ple is the issue of separation of church and state. The American
Civil Libertics Union, along with fegal secularists like Supreme
Court justices Buth Bader Cinsburg and John Paul Stevens, are
using Lthe Constitution to blnducon any form of public spirituality:
This insicious sirategy goes against everything the Founding

Hathers hoped to achicve in Torming a {ree, humane society,

[ said "Fraud,” and T meant it Let's look 4t some historical tacts.
There is no question that Benjamin Frankling Thomas JefTerson,
Jaimes Madison, and most ol the other framers encouraged spiri-
tuality in our public discourse. Lelters written by these great men
show that they belfeved social stability could be achieved only by
a people who embraced a maoral God. '1ime aftee time in debating
the Tutore of America, the Tounders pointed out that only a
“moral” und “Gad -learing” people could meet the demands of

incividual freedom.
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Fwonder what Jelferson would think of the ruling by the Ninth
Circuit Cowrt of Appeals in California that the word God s
wuneonstitstional in the Pledge of Allegiance. | also wonder whal
ol Tom would think of the American Civil Liberties Union suing
school districts all over the country to bun the use of the word
“God” in school-sanctioned speech. Here’s how ridiculons this
whaole thing fs: At McKinley {ligh Schonl in Honolulu, an oflicial
school poem has been recited on ceremonial occasions since
1927 One of the lines mentions a love lor God, After the ACLU
threatened a lawsait, that poem was banued Trom public recita-
tiom, a sevenky-live-year tradition dissolved within a few weeks.

This ts tragic insanily. ‘1o any intellectually honest person, it is
apparent that the lounders wanted very much to keep God in the
public avena, even uppermost in the thoughts of the populace.
What the Founders did wot want was any anc religion #imposed by
the government. Jellerson, und Madison in particalar, were suspi-
cious ol organized religion and of some of the zealots who
assumed power in faith-based organizations. But the Pounders
kept it simple: All Taw-abiding religions were allowed o praciice,

but the govermnent would not Tavor any one above another.
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Right now we have well funded and
extremely litigions groups of anti spivituality people running wild
inthe U.S.AL and o pumber of judges arc in their poclets. Led by
the incredibly vicious ACLU, they are suing towns, school boards,
states, and municipalities 1o wipe out any public displays reluting
to heavenly matters,

T addition (o the Hawaii case, there have been dazens of other
disturbing developments: In Georgia, the ACLU sued to get the
words Christias hofidey taken ofl a school district’s calendar, the
antispirtuality fanatics demanding the words winter holiday be

substituted.

I Alabama, civil libertarians sued o get the len Command-
ments removed [rom a state courtroom. They won, You know
about the Pledge of Allegiance suit in Galilornia, and | could give
you hundreds of other examples. Tn New Jersey, the sceularists
even stopped schoolkids Trom secing A Chiristinas Carol, based
upon the Charles Dickens novel. The kids went 1o sce some car

toon instead.
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]_:ET'S TAKE A& LOOK at thuse len Commandments. Doy, the
lederal courts don't want you to see those on any government

property, no way, But wait, there's o sienpost up dhead, Tt was
3 ) & f

written by James Madison, the guiding foree behind the Jangoage
of the Constitution, Said Madison: “We have staked the whole
future of American cwilization, not upan the power ol COVCITI-
ment, Far from it. We have staked the Tutore of all of our political
imstitutions apon the capacity of mankind for self-government;
upon the capacity of each and all of us 1o govern owselves, o
control ourselves, to sustain owrselves according to TTTE TN
COMMANDMENTS.” {My emphasis.}

President Madison knew, as did all his founding brothers, (hat
a precise moral code was necessary to set boundaries lor everyday
lite. Buth Dader Giasburg and her pals want to crase those
boundarics and allow those in power to govern selely by man-
made law. But that is impossible. No government can police indi
vidual behavior o a massive scale. Either a society has morals or
it turns inte the Mongol hordes. The way the LS. AL s going, you
might want to start taking riding lessons.

It should be abundantly clear that the wntispirituality lorees in
this country are on a tear 'The trend began in June 2000, when a
6-to-3 Supreme Court decision held that a student in a Texas
public school vislated the Clonstitution by offering i public prayer
hefore a Toothall game. Interestingly, the entire student body in
the school had voted on the student who would deliver the prayer.
It was constdered a great honor,

Writing for the majority, Justice john Paul Stevens opined in
part, “School sponsorship of o religious message is impermissible.”
Yet a national poll on the situation lound that two out of three
Americans thought that the prayer should be permitied

Chiel Justice William Behneuist, one ol the three dissenting

Judges, summed up the situation this way: “Lven more disturbing
than its holding is the tone of the court's opinion; it hristles with
hostility to all things religious in public life.”

That is absolutely truc.

“he United States was founded on Judeo-Chiistian philosophy,

nol a particular religion. As Madison pointed out, in order Tar o

Just sacicly to exist, Americans must behave aicct'n‘ding loy an

established moral code, and they chose the 'len Commandments
as a pood model.

Yeu the spiritvality and philosophy of the Founding Tiathers
have now heen beaten to a pulp by the hyperaggressive Torees of
the secalar opposition. 1hey have waged 1 successtul Campaign (o
couvinee millions of Americans that public spirituality 15 "nonin-

clusive” and therefore olfensive,

But why have the sceulerists launched their jihad? Well, the
primary reason is that they do not want personal conduct, 1o be
judged. That’s what this holy war is all aboul. 11 spivituality is
cncotraged in the public arena, then questions about viglent
crime, corrupting media products, drag use, abortion, sexual
behavior, conspleacus consumption, esponsible parental con-
duct, and a myriad ol other personal issues will be raisad. Above
all, the: secularists do not want that. They want a2 moral lree-fire
one in the LLSAL, where consenting adults can do just about

anything irt the namc ol personal freedom.



